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FRIENDS OF CHATHAM TRACTION 

 

40s Weekend 
Another worthwhile attendance at the Dockyard’s well-
supported event over 10-11th September. A different 
“presence” for us this time. Given that we had a space in the 
Smithery Courtyard once more, we dispensed with the “tent” 
and took advantage of a pitch by the entrance doorway to put 
the Display Cabinet at the forefront. The smart job by the Men-
In-Sheds caught many an eye. We met a fair few whose 
interest was aroused by the prospect of a mobile Bristol K5G, 
including an Arriva Driver Trainer and a long-time ex-Eastern 
National driver with experience on various K-types. We were a 
bit thin on the ground due to Covid caution, but Karen and 
Gordon Mackley covered some shifts, and the Lawrences 
David and Diana found time within their other Dockyard 
duties to help out. There were also cameo appearances from 
Mike Hodges and Stuart Smith. 
One visitor of note was Claudia Camilleri (pictured), a Kent-
based artist who had been engaged by the London Transport 
Museum to produce some appropriate paintings for greetings 
cards. Wendy’s going to speak nicely to her to see if she’d do 
something similar for us! 
 
Geoff Abdey 
We were sorry to receive the news that Geoff had died on 13th October. 
He was 74, and had been ill for some time. Geoff had very early 
contact with GKE during the mid-60s when it was still in Brian 
Smith’s control. He joined early excursions on the bus to Brighton and 
the Clapham Transport Museum. In following years he entertained 
local bus enthusiasts, giving slide shows and arranging other social 
gatherings. He became involved with FoCT soon after its formation as 
a charity, and began to help out at events, notably by selling 
merchandise. Increasing difficulty with mobility didn’t deter him from 
attending many events where we had a presence, most recently at this 
year’s SE Bus festival last April. Geoff’s pictured here with son Keith, 
and David Swan, at the visit to Barnsley in February 2007 to view the 
re-emerged GKE 68. Our sympathies to Keith and his wider family. 
Geoff’s funeral will be at 3p.m. on Thursday 17th November at the Garden of 
England Crematorium at Bobbing. 
 

Wendy and me represented the Friends at BAE’s 
“Community Investment Show Case” held at their 
Rochester site on 19th October. Local charities 
supported by BAE had the opportunity to explain their 
purpose and activities to company staff across the 
lunch break. We were one of fifteen organisations with 
the opportunity to outline where additional volunteer 
input would be welcomed. There was interest 
throughout the session, but we guess that follow-up is 

more likely to emerge if recollections are triggered. BAE’s Employee Communications 
Specialist Gemma Fabian is on our circulation list for these Updates. 
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Update 60 
 

Movement comes closer… 
towards life… 
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So How’s the Bus? 
Ian and James have been keeping things moving on the mechanical side. Ian’s been sending us 
updating emails describing what they’ve achieved during their latest visit to Nu-Venture. I’ve 
summarised these previously but I don’t see why Ian’s own words can’t be used. So this time…. 
 
“Last Friday I attended Aylesford with James. James has made good progress with the cab floor and 
accelerator linkage - a much nicer job with the floor than I would have managed! I've fitted most of the 
solid vacuum pipes, and the fuel pipes up to the Autovac. Was going to fit the fuel tank, but we are 
missing the bolts to secure the brackets to the chassis (7/16" BSF again!) and the long (5/8" x 12") bolts 
that secure the lower tank brackets to the upper ones. Also missing are quite a few pipe clips - the 
Bristol ones are very nice two part cast aluminium alloy - I'm guessing that at this stage of the game we 
are not going to have replacements cast - so will try and source a functional replacement. I'll look into 
sourcing the fuel tank bolts too, unless anyone can remember where the long bolts went?” 
 
Recently Ian listed out some of the electrical items needed for starting and lighting circuits. 
Orders were paced online, and packages duly arrives at Aylesford: 
 
“All the electrical parts seem to have arrived. I'm going to try and spend a couple of days at the 
beginning of December to move that part of the job on. Do we have any pictures of the chassis after 
the body was removed that might give me a clue as to the route of the main cables from the batteries? 
Something around the gearbox area.” 
 
All the pipework and cabling was removed from the chassis ahead of blasting and painting. 
However we have some photos of GKE 65’s chassis which still has it all in place, so I’ll be 
sending those to Ian. 
 
From the FoCT Archive – an occasional series. 
It all began, of course, with the trams. Amongst documents purchased as an auction lot in 2013 
are many original documents relating to the early years when the tram system was in its early 
stages. 
 

Left: 
The first page of 
the 1899 Order 
authorising 
construction of 
Light Railways in 
Medway. 
 
 
Right: 
The Board of 
Trade’s letter 
dated 2nd July 
1902 certifying 
fitness to begin 
operation.  


