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FRIENDS OF CHATHAM TRACTION 

The Friends of Chatham Traction was formed in 
March 2007 to restore the sole surviving Chatham 
Traction bus, GKE 68, as an educational resource – 
the Medway Heritage Bus. 
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Where does the autumn go..? It always seems to be the fastest-disappearing 
part of the year. Nevertheless, a lot has happened (daughter’s wedding, 5 days 
in hospital (nothing serious), a round-number birthday and two overseas jaunts. 
Quite a bit’s happened to progress the Medway Heritage Bus too!  
 

Salute to the 40s - the Dockyard 15-16 September 
This year Wendy negotiated for us to have a rather different pitch to those we’ve occupied on 
previous occasions. No gazebo this time but our bus stop and pop-up banner were enough to 
attract more people to stop and ask about us. Our location next to the Watson family with the 
Dockyard’s Atlantean, and opposite the Medway Queen folks, formed a nice grouping of 
transport subjects with links to the Dockyard. Thanks to those who helped over the two days, 
and to Wendy who organised everything whilst I was out of action. 
 

Keeping the funds flowing 
This stuff is always a bit dry, but we feel you should all know how things stand.  
Where we were at the last Update (August): 
• Our ability to fund work on the bus at Faversham had been given a big boost by Len 

Randall’s donation. 
• Funding was to be sought from the Garfield Weston Anniversary fund mostly to complete 

work on the chassis but also to fund the provision of audio/visual gear inside the bus. 
• A second go at the HLF’s “Our Heritage” fund to cover the appointment of a paid, part-time 

co-ordinator to work up a launch event for next summer. 
Where we are now: 
• We weren’t successful with GW, but Wendy’s going to have another shot, at their ordinary 

fund this time. 
• HLF advised that the areas for which we were seeking further funding would be a better fit 

with the Resilient Heritage fund. So we have to submit a second Project Enquiry..... 
• We received a second £40k donation from Len Randall’s estate. 
The last-mentioned has for a second time eased our situation significantly, but we need to look 
at a slight re-shuffle of our activities on the funding front. 
 
Opportunities to help launch The Medway Heritage Bus 

To bring all this about the project now needs enthusiastic individuals with experience in 
Marketing and Communications, Education and Finance Officer. We’ve produced an advert 
and some job descriptions, which are being sent by various means in as many directions as we 
can think of. The advert is included with this Update for those who receive it by post.  
Details are available through the website  www.chathamtraction.org.uk (click the bar at the top 
of the Home page), or from either Wendy or myself. Please spread the word amongst your 
friends and acquaintances. 
 

100 Up 
The Trustees’ October meeting was the 100th since the adoption of a Constitution. The first was 
on 26th April 2007, held in Bentley’s Café in Aylesford. Present were David Swan, Norman 
Kemp and me. The minutes say “Eight members had signed up - some had even paid!” 
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So How’s the Bus? 
Current status (late October): 
 
Bodywork: 
- Destination boxes complete. Mechanisms available. 
- Floor covings and details complete 
- Saloon front ribbed finish panels restored and fitted (both decks). 
- Rear offside corner panel formed and fitted. Bright strip around bottom of panels also. 
- Seat frames prepared for painting. MQ workshop repairing minor damage found on 2 frames. 
- Seat back capping rails away for re-chroming. 
- Discussion held with seat trimmers to understand material requirements. 
- Schedule of finishes to be compiled. 
Chassis: 
- Radiator restored by CPA Services, Grantham, and held at SEC. New grille being fabricated. 
- Front wheel hubs and brakes examined and deemed OK. Rear to follow. 
- Asbestos-free friction material (brake and clutch linings) being sought. 
- Brake Master and Slave servos overhauled, and held at SEC. 
- Hunt on for sources of replacement parts, e.g. rubber items, headlamps, cab gauges, wiper 
motor, bell-pushes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Diary Date 
AGM Advance Notice 
The 2019 Annual General Meeting will be held on Saturday 2nd March, at Avenue Tennis, 
Featherby Road, Gillingham. As previously, proceedings will start at 14.00 with a summary of 
the year and a special “cabaret” act. The formal AGM will follow at 15.15. Full details will be 
circulated in the new year. 
 
Also! – Gordon Mackley is giving a talk on Chatham Traction and GKE 68 to the Model Bus 
Federation in Maidstone on 26th January at Maidstone Baptist Church in Knightrider Street. 


