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FRIENDS OF CHATHAM TRACTION 

Any membership queries to:  
Paul Kemsley (Treasurer ) 
33 Caxton End, Bourn,  
CAMBRIDGE CB23 2SS 
01954 719694 pgke68@btinternet.com 

 

Update 43 
How Time Changes Things  

6 December 2017 
Richard Bourne 

Chair 
richard@thebournes.me.uk 01904 766375 

 
Another year’s worth of very best wishes for the Season and, as 
ever, thanks for your support. 
Some subjects we would never once have imagined we would be addressing!  
 

GKE 68 – Ten Years On 
10 years ago on 15th November the bus left Paul Winter’s care at 
Barnsley and began its journey south. Paul had made the bus a 
runner, and his son Anthony drove it out of their yard to be 
picked up by the haulier. Paul’s changing 
circumstances allowed us to take the bus 
away, and eventually take over ownership 
once we were a charity. 
On a recent visit the Trustees saw that SEC 
have begun to fit detail items – e.g. the 

frames of the cab emergency window and opening windscreen. Things 
have moved on to a stage where timber mouldings for the interior trim 
now need to be produced, which is also a pre-requisite for the installation 
of wiring. The brake servo and cylinders have been removed for overhaul. 
 

Data Protection and other tasks... 
A new EU General Data Protection Regulation is due next May, “designed to harmonize data 
privacy laws across Europe, to protect and empower all EU citizens data privacy and to 
reshape the way organizations across the region approach data privacy” (EU GDPR 
website). 
We will need to review what data we hold, how we secure it and use it. For charities it affects 
fundraising as well as campaigning, marketing, managing volunteers and recording 
information about service users. We’re a relatively small outfit but will still be bound by the 
regulations. The UK Government’s Information Commissioner’s Office will be updating 
guidance in due course. 
 

Finding the Readies 
News on applications for grants to the Rochester Bridge Trust and the City of Rochester 
Society, which we submitted early in the summer.  
RBT do not normally make more than one grant to the same project (the Trust had previously 
part funded GKE’s engine overhaul). However Bridge Clerk Sue Threader put our application 
forward anyway for the Bridge Trustees to consider. The outcome was that no exception was 
made, but we were given the best chance which was much appreciated. 
The CoRS application drew a response which opened by saying that the Society Trustees were 
“minded to look favourably” on our application, but sought some clarification on the progress 
made, and still to make, with the restoration, the extent of need for further funding and what 
we were doing to secure it. We responded appropriately and subsequently received a letter 
confirming a grant of £4000, which will be allocated to either GKE’s stairs or radiator. 
We should mention a recent contribution from Geoff Abdey. Geoff raised £115 by selling die-
cast bus models at a local model railway show in September. He funded purchase of the stock 
himself, and donated the profit plus some collecting box contributions. Such initiatives will 
provide valuable extra funds. So feel free to organise those coffee mornings or whatever!  
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Resilient Heritage 
Our application to the HLF for Resilient Heritage funding was submitted on 11th October. The 
HLF’s processes dictate a timescale for a decision by 22nd December. The application was 
drafted by Development Partners’ Faye Clews, with background support from FoCT, and 
contained some wonderfully crafted words gleaned from extensive experience of similar 
applications, tailored to our particular circumstances. This, of course, is the reason for 
employing consultants. Fingers crossed for a Christmas gift! 
 

40s at the Dockyard - September 
The event seemed a shade quieter than last year, but we still signed up 
some new additions to our number. Six were from Medway or Kent, 
three of them former Luton employees. Another was over from 
Australia, and had worked in the past on Medway’s buses. Angela and 
Bill Weir recognised GKE as “that bus that Brian had...”. It turned out 
that Angela was a cousin of Brian Baldry, one-time leader of the Bus 
Club’s Medway Group and custodian of GKE for its time in Suffolk. It’s 
amazing who turns up at such events....! Even my Boss gave us a hand 
on the Sunday, which also saw a cameo appearance by Alan Page who 
exhibited some of his latest tram (and other...) paintings. 
 

AGM Advance Notice 
The 2018 Annual General Meeting will be held on Saturday 3rd March, at the Huguenot 
Museum in Rochester once more. As previously, proceedings will start at 14.00 with a review 
of the ten years since GKE 68 arrived from Barnsley, followed by the formal AGM at 15.15. 
Full details will be circulated in the new year. They will include the Friends’ operating rules for 
the conduct of the affairs of the CIO, which will be put forward for acceptance. 
 

Wills & Legacies 
Most charitable bodies now give advice on leaving part of one’s estate to their favourite 
organisation or field of interest. Bus enthusiasm is perhaps something of a “niche market” for 
such generosity, but our focus on the educational might widen the appeal. A summary leaflet  
of advice for potential benefactors is being prepared and should be available by the AGM.  
 

What’s in a Name? 
Some random curiosities from the world of destinations...... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Diary dates 
An early “plug” for the Medway Bus Rally and Running Day, organised by Nu-Venture’s Chris 
Jenkinson. It’s being held on Saturday 30th December, centred on the Acorn Wharf Coach Park 
in Rochester. More visiting vehicles have signed up than ever before, I’m told. 
 
And finally! An opportunity for FoCT members to visit SE Coachworks to see progress on 
GKE is being negotiated. This will probably be on a Saturday morning in the new year. 
 

But the pub’s actually called the “Hen and Chickens”......!  
And what happened to the other two Arches...? 
 
Perhaps one shouldn’t expect too much – the Traction used 
Chatham Town Hall on its timetables and Military Road on 
the fare charts when referring to the same stop.....! 


