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FRIENDS OF CHATHAM TRACTION 
  

Update 41 15 June 2017 
 

GKE 68 Moves Again 
Another careful operation by Jay and Wayne from Mansfield Haulage saw the bus moved from 
Nu-Venture to South East Coachworks at Faversham over Tuesday and Wednesday 25th and 
26th April. An early morning delivery to SEC’s premises was essential for local reasons, so the 
bus was collected from Aylesford the day before and spent the night at Mansfield’s depot at 
Queenborough. (Has a GKE Bristol ever set wheel on Sheppey before?) Positioning the bus 
into a corner of SEC’s workshop was a work of art! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Phase of Work under way 
SEC have now begun work on the bus bodywork. Many of the items removed to allow 
rebuilding of the structure and which were held at Nu-Venture have been moved to 
Faversham. These are parts that will either be reclaimed and refitted, or will form patterns for 
new items. The upper deck floor fixing is now complete, the floor being formed of two layers of 
tongue-and-groove boards with a waterproof membrane between. Work on finalising timber 
formers should be next. 
Chris Gibbons has begun to make visits to Faversham on our behalf, and has met Tom, SEC’s 
lead coachbuilder for the job. A further trip to Aylesford for more original components is 
planned, as is a visit to view Chris’s ex-M&D Leyland TD5 FKO 223 which has a near-identical 
body to GKE. FKO may play a key role in showing how contemporary Weymann bodies went 
together, given that due to circumstances SEC are to some extent working blind as they didn’t 
dismantle GKE’s original body. However they’re up for the challenge! 
 

Rude Mechanicals 
Although its nearly midsummer night, we can’t dream our way to an overhauled chassis so we 
still need to include further provision in forthcoming funding applications. As we said in 
Update 40, we’re now preparing applications to local bodies, in particular the Rochester Bridge 
Trust and the City of Rochester Society. Some of this will be directed at aspects of the chassis, 
the scope of which will depend on how the spend rate develops with the body work described 
above. Meanwhile brake system components are to be sent to an overhauler courtesy of Paul 
Baker. Paul will remove identical items from GKE 65’s chassis, which is stored close to where 
he lives in Cambridgeshire, and arrange for despatch. 
 

Fund Raising 
We’ve been some way from applying the full potential range of such activities, largely due to 
lack of resources rather than ideas. Whilst formal applications to funding bodies are likely to 
produce the larger amounts there is much scope for smaller contributions from whatever 
sources can be identified. Individual initiatives are allowed! Craft sales, coffee mornings, talks 
to other organisations, sponsored bus rides??! – so none of you should feel constrained not to 
do your own thing. Also, if anyone is joining in any local event, we can provide literature and 
displays as well as our own promotional material.  
Contact Wendy if you’ve any bright ideas: 07717 318110 or wendymesher@blueyonder.co.uk. 
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FRIENDS OF CHATHAM TRACTION 
Striving for Resilience 
Encouraged as we have been to apply to the HLF’s Resilient Heritage (RH) programme (for 
funds to ensure our organisation evolves towards one that can deliver and maintain the public 
purposes contained in our constitution) we have made some appropriate moves. An early start 
was made to find a source of advice and assistance with, initially, the development of a plan to 
shape our organisation for the future. Thanks to an 
introduction, we have benefitted from advice from the 
London Transport Museum at Covent Garden. Wendy 
and I met their Head of Development, Wesley Salton, in 
early May. Wesley has since referred us on to specialist 
business development consultants that the LTM 
themselves have used for HLF-funded projects, and 
we’ll be arranging to meet them soon. An enjoyable 
spin-off from our initial meeting was the chance to have 
a look round the museum, and for me to meet an old 
friend from my days with LT (pictured). 
 

Faversham Festival of Transport 
GKE 68 was transferred to SEC’s workshop just in time to be on 
display as part of this event over the weekend of  13/14th May.  
SEC are major players in the event and opened their doors to the 
public. We put on a Detling-style presence and made some 
useful new friends.  Thanks to Phil, Bob, Mike, Ray and Wendy 
for their input, and to the SEC guys for the buffet lunch and cups 
of tea! 
 

Bob Richards 
The local Medway press has recently featured the passing of 
Chatham’s Bob Richards, who had a significant military career in 
WW2 as one of Wingate’s “Chindits”. In May 2013 Bob had seen 
our appearance on ITV Meridian, which had been shown the day 
after his wife Freda had died. We made contact with Bob at the 
time through his son Roy, but have now learnt more of his story. 
Bob had joined CT as a driver after the war, and Freda had been his 
conductress. They had eventually married and one of the first 
buses they crewed was GKE 68! This fact was referred to recently 
by Medway Messenger reporter Peter Cook, and FoCT got a 
mention as a result. We’ve recently been in touch with Roy who has 
provided the photo here, taken in his parents’ bus-crewing days. 
 

Cashing Up 
A number of people whose regular donations are normally made around this time of year 
haven’t yet done so. Please could those who pay by cheque or other non-automatic means 
check when they last did so. Overall our donated income is holding up well but it’s good to 
know that people are staying with us. Contact Paul Kemsley (as below) with any query. 

 
 
 
 

Richard Bourne  Chairman 
richard@thebournes.me.uk 01904 766375 

What’s next? 
• Engage Mentor 
• Submit applications to RBT and CoRS 
 


