
 
 

Page 1 of 2 

FRIENDS OF CHATHAM TRACTION 
  

Update 40 9 April 2017 
 

AGM 2017 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GKE 68 – Next Phase of Work to begin 
The availability of funds from the refunding of VAT payments allows us to progress with the 
next stage of work. We thought on balance that you would all rather see some progress, even if 
at the risk of having to withdraw the bus back to Aylesford should further funds not become 
available. The work involved can be described as “pre-panelling”, 
consisting mostly of restoring the timber formers and inserts that provide 
the interface between the metal structure and the visible styled panelling. 
We’ll also try to include rebuilding the stairs, as this is best done before 
panelling is replaced and will provide ready access to the upper deck. The 
work will be done by South East Coachworks at Faversham, and 
movement of the bus to their premises is arranged for the end of April. 
 

Digital Bus 
The techniques of digital scanning are now widely used, for example, in architecture for the 
restoration and alteration of buildings. It is basically a method of measurement far more 
accurate and comprehensive than could be achieved by more traditional means. The collected 
data can be used with specialist design software to generate educational, display or 
entertainment material. No original drawings of Weymann bodies are known to exist. So 
whilst GKE was still in its skeletal state the opportunity was taken to gain a dimensional record 
of the body framework. Later scans can add panelling and details, the combined data then 
being available for educational or recreational uses. The scanning was done by Omega 
Geomatics of Gillingham – nice to be able to keep it local! 
 
 

  

Another good attendance at the Huguenot Museum for our 
10th AGM, at which Roger Davies related the background to 
his connections with Chatham Traction and Luton Depot. 
Roger’s Classic Bus pieces on the subject were the source of 
what has led the Friends to where we are. Despite the HLF 
disappointment – its down to us to do better next time – the 
Friends are in good health, with more progress to come. 
Thanks are due, as ever, to Members, Supporters and 
Trustees, not forgetting our long-term hosts for GKE 68 and 
providers of both CT tribute buses and pre-AGM route tours, 
Norman Kemp’s Nu-Venture. 
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Funding 
Update 39 reported the outcome of our second try for funding from the HLF’s “Our Heritage” 
grant programme. On 8th March we met with HLF’s Development Officer (SE England) Judith 
Carruthers for a de-brief. There was clear encouragement for us to apply to their Resilient 
Heritage (RH) programme for funds to ensure our organisation evolves towards one that can 
deliver and maintain the public purposes contained in our constitution. Accordingly we’ve 
made a start on an application, using output from our own reviews, and have made approaches 
to find a mentor for the exercise, as HLF recommend. A further grant application to Our 
Heritage for further restoration work can then follow. However the potential improvements to 
the way we work and develop which should result from the RH exercise are needed in any case. 
This will, of course, occupy much of our time for a spell. However we need to seek some 
additional funding to add to the VAT refund and provide some continuity to the work on GKE. 
We’ll therefore be re-visiting some potential local sources. 
 

Used Tickets (the bits at the end...) 
 
Detling Saturday 1st April 
The SE Bus Festival at Detling reverted to normal for us this year, following GKE’s dramatic 
presence last time. Even so, we met many old friends and made a healthy £250 or so.  Thanks 
to Diana, David, Gordon, Geoff, Keith, Phil, Bob and Wendy for their efforts. 
 
Book Review 
Some of the Detling proceeds were courtesy of John and David Watts, who provided copies of 
their new self-published book for us to sell. Whilst basically the story of Jim Watson’s 
Wilberjim empire it’s a delight for anyone interested in road transport who remembers 
Medway of old. All those names – Busy Bee, Pilcher, Pickwick, Banfield, Olsen, – the story 
behind the pensioned-off buses carrying “Kent Refinery Personnel Only”, and many of the old 
lorry operators including BRS and Bowaters. Loads of contemporary photos. Fascinating! 
“Who is this Mr Wilberjim?” Available from John Watts at £13.50 incl. p&p (cheques 
payable to J Watts).  47 Woodgate Road, Liskeard, Cornwall, PL14 6ET. 
j.watts738@btinternet.com 01579 340842. 
 
Fares Please.. 
It’s the time of year when we like to collect annual dues from those who subscribe to the 
Friends. To be eligible to vote at a General Meeting the minimum contribution is £20. Would 
those who do not pay by standing order (or who have already made a payment this year) please 
make their contribution as soon as possible.  For any clarification please contact Paul Kemsley, 
details below, or David Swan 01622 814445. Don’t forget to register for Gift Aid if you qualify. 
 
Traction Service 6 
Every now and then someone mentions the short-lived service 6, which ran between Rainham 
and the Strand for a short while in the late 1940s. The big cash ledgers from the late Brian 
Smith’s collection list the daily takings for each route, and by coincidence the ledgers we have 
cover the period of operation of service 6. For the record then, it ran on Saturdays and Sundays 
only, from 27th July to 10th November 1946, and from 28th June to 21st September 1947! 
 
 
 

 
Richard Bourne  Chairman 

richard@thebournes.me.uk 01904 766375 

What’s next? 
• Find a Mentor 
• First draft Resilient Heritage application 
 


