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Thanks as ever for all the help and support that has come from our 
members and other friends over the past year. As a result the AGM, 
Detling and the Dockyard’s “Salute to the 40s” all set new 
standards which we must try to maintain. Support can come in 
many ways and for different reasons. Here are three examples: 
 

Daren was a very early contact – in May 2005, in advance of the 
50/75 Anniversary event at the Dockyard. Daren’s interest is 
mostly in later buses, especially from the 1970s and 80s. However 
a friend of his mother had been a Chatham Traction conductress 
in the 1940s and his interest in older Medway buses was 
awakened by news of our project to restore GKE 68. 
Daren’s attended most of the events we’ve run since then. Every 
so often he telephones me to see how things are going, and keeps 
me up to date on bus-related developments in Medway. Thanks 
for that support, Daren! 

Dennis, who passed away in September, was a Medway busman 
for over 40 years. He started as a Parcels Boy and finished as 
Chief Inspector at the Pentagon bus station (as photo). Although 
an M&D man he had Chatham Traction connections through an 
Uncle who had been a tram conductor, and his wife Ivy who 
worked for some years in the Luton depot office. Dennis came to 
some of our early events and expressed his pleasure at what we 
were seeking to do. Eddie Lane’s oral history exercise recorded 
some of Dennis’s memories, delivered in a classic Medway voice! 
Thanks for the memories Dennis. 

David appeared at the very first meeting of what became FoCT, in 
December 2006, and was the first to volunteer help to take things 
forward. He feels the time is right to withdraw from Trusteeship 
and so will not be available for re-election at the AGM. David’s 
contribution to the running of our organisation has drawn on years 
of experience as a civil servant, a Parish councillor and a hospice 
Trustee, spiced with a boyhood interest in buses. Thanks David for 
the wisdom, the advice and the support, always cheerfully given. 

(Same holly as last 
year…) 

With all good wishes for 
the season..! 


