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FRIENDS OF CHATHAM TRACTION 
  

Update 38 27 November 2016 
 
 

HLF Application 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Salute to the 40s, Sep 17th-18th 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wanted : Team Organiser 
The 40s weekend was great fun, but when we later reviewed what organising our presence 
there had entailed we wondered (again) why we don’t have someone specifically charged with 
organising such things. So, if there’s anyone out there who’d like to get a bit closer to 
furthering our aims by making sure everything to do with our attendance at events comes 
together, please get in touch. You don’t need a degree in Event Management, just a phone, 
email and an organising turn of mind, and you’ll get a bit closer to the action. 
 
 

On Monday 14th November we submitted our second application for a grant from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund’s “Our Heritage” programme. A resulting award would see us on the 
way to a bus with completed coachwork. The assessment process takes 8 weeks, so we could 
expect a decision mid-January depending on the effect of the end-of-year break. We’ve spent 
some time getting this together, and have been able to include letters of support from 
Medway Council, Arriva Southern Counties, the National Association of Road Transport 
Museums and Chatham Historic Dockyard. The significant support that these letters convey 
show how far we’ve come since our earliest days, but as ever the contribution of all our 
individual supporters is vital. Anyway, here’s hoping…… 

Our earlier appearances at such events have tended to be rather 
low-key. This time, spurred on by the Detling success, we 
decided to give it a real go. So somewhat to the exclusion of all 
else we organised a rota for people to staff the stand, procured 
some plausible-looking “uniforms”, selected a few items for 
display and re-printed the FoCT “40s” leaflet. It was a first 
outing for our reproduction CT bus stop, modelled on an 
original flag which had been part of Brian Smith’s legacy 
(thanks to Anchor Signs in the Dockyard for a fine job). The 
post was crafted from a parasol base and some plastic waste 
pipe hopefully to resemble similar-looking structures which 
were evident at the foot of the New Cut in photos from the late 
1930s. 
 

Our pitch had a steady stream of interested visitors, 
some of whom left their details for us to add to our 
mailing list. We all had a turn with the trusty Setright 
ticket machine. Amazing how the simple issue of a 
proper bus ticket from a conductor’s machine sent some 
of our visitors into nostalgic rapture! 
We should mention the assistance of Martin MacFarlan 
– that’s him in the Portsmouth Corporation uniform – 
who perforce had to leave Molly the open-top Leyland at 
home due to engine trouble but came along to give us a 
hand. Thanks are also due to David & Diana Lawrence, 
Gordon & Karen Mackley, and Bill Macpherson, who all 
put in a shift or two over the two days.  
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Learning 
On 27th October Wendy chaired our first meeting to discuss specifically our intentions to 
produce a learning resource. We were pleased to welcome Lynn Andrews, a retired Primary 
Head Teacher, who quickly warmed to the theme. A selection of CT items from our collection 
was on display to provide some prompts for learning ideas. 
Lynn was able to provide guidance on learning content and on communication with the 
schools and teachers, and is keen to be involved further. A second session to take things a step 
further is envisaged in the new year. 
 

Finances 
During the summer, after dialogue with some very helpful people at Her Majesty’s Revenue 
and Customs, we were repaid most of the VAT element of monies disbursed during the 
reconstruction of GKE’s body structure. This has enhanced our funds considerably for now, 
but will be used to fund work on the overhaul of the bus’s running gear and systems, and to 
provide our cash contribution to the coachwork restoration. Our Treasurer Paul Kemsley did 
all the legwork for this, so thanks Paul. 
As we are VAT-registered (from December 2013) we will as a charity be able to claim back 
those elements of future payments as they arise. In fairness to the system, we are required to 
“make taxable supplies” in the future (i.e. sales which attract VAT). This will be met by selling 
promotional material, reproductions of paintings etc. in addition to the supply of learning 
material.  
 

Constitution 
Advance notice of an issue to be raised at our next AGM in March. Len Randall is currently 
working to produce a new Governing Document for the Friends which will allow us to become 
a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO). This is one of the revised charity structures 
available under changes made in 2014. It limits Trustees’ liability and applies certain 
safeguards regarding the running of the organisation. The change will require a vote at the 
AGM, and we will circulate the necessary information with the formal notice of the meeting. 
 

Up the Jezreels…. (the nostalgia slot) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Richard Bourne  Chairman 
richard@thebournes.me.uk 01904 766375 

What’s next? 
• Think about a supporting talk (or something) 

for the AGM. Suggestions welcome! 
 

In my day, if you were going anywhere 
in the Medway Towns it was round, 
down or over. One might go “over 
Strood”, or “dahn the ‘igh Street” or 
possibly “roun’ me mum’s”. But for the 
Jezreels it was always “up”…. 
Close to the highest point in Medway, 
the streets around the Jezreels tower 
were generally referred to as “up the 
Jezreels”, providing a comfortable local 
phrase useful for baffling strangers. 
GKE 76 turns out of Canterbury Street 
towards Chatham Hill on a Borstal. 
 


