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FRIENDS OF CHATHAM TRACTION 
 

Update 32 12 June 2015 
 
Nil Desperandum 
A couple of disappointments recently. Things have generally gone really well right from the 
beginning with our project to create the Medway Heritage Bus, and it was probably inevitable 
that there would come the occasional setback. But there’s still plenty of interest in what we’re 
doing and options for making progress, so we’ll stick at it. 
  
GKE 68 
By the end of April we should have been 
celebrating the return of the bus from New 
Romney with its rebuilt body structure. 
However we are still at the Potato Store with a 
bus in two halves. This is largely because our 
restorer lost focus after the turn of the year, 
becoming involved in a dispute with the site 
owner over the notice to leave issued last 
October to all tenants at the site. We’ve been 
victims of a situation which we had no part in 
constructing and diplomacy has been essential. Chris Gibbons has had a hugely frustrating 
time seeing successive completion estimates pass, and a manifest lack of progress sometimes 
over several visits.  
Chris and Ian Marsh have recently been assisting with the fitting of the roof sheets, their 
presence adding some urgency to the work. (The photo, from Thursday 11th June, shows the 
sheets at last in place. The clench joints between them remain to be made.) Hopefully the bus 
will back together and ready to move by July. 
 
Subs & Cash generally 
The extended stay at New Romney is costing us extra rental. Another factor is that until the 
body shell work is finished we cannot claim the final 10% of the HLF funding which is paid on 
completion. Monies are therefore needed to cover the last items of expenditure until the last 
payment is received. We have so far met this from our own funds but these are now rather 
depleted. Your support has held up well and has been very reassuring but any donations, or 
renewed subscriptions where these are due, would be very useful just now! 
Prism Fund 
Following a telephone conversation with the Arts Council’s PRISM fund manager we now have 
further clarification of what they would like to see for a successful application. This will involve 
some more work to fine-tune material estimates and produce something which will satisfy 
their expert assessors. We were told that there were many positive features of our original 
application which we can retain. However before making another submission we will have a 
look at further HLF funding, the relative decision timescales and the amounts needed. 
Sponsor a Seat 
This opportunity is still available, and will be getting another push during the summer. £250 
gets you (eventually) on a published list of seat sponsors and the satisfaction of knowing your 
donation is supporting GKE 68’s eventual customers! 
Donations & Legacies 
Much of our income is from individual donations, or from monthly payments which over a 
year total much more than the nominal subscription. We are grateful for legacies too, even if 



the timing of receipt may be unpredictable and some way in the future! All donations are 
enhanced by signing up for Gift Aid. To increase our available funds by any of these means 
please contact Paul Kemsley – details below. 
 
Support for the Business Plan 
The first area of responsibility for which we’re seeking someone with appropriate skills and 
experience is volunteer co-ordination. Its envisaged that this would cover: 
• Keeping an Events diary to allow forward planning 
• Maintaining a list of volunteers and their capabilities 
• Looking after FoCT promotional assets 
• Allocating volunteers and assets to events 
• Collating volunteer hours 
Some motivation to help FoCT achieve its aims together with some initiative - and of course 
the time! - to make things happen would be admirable qualities. Ideally, this person would 
have a mobile phone and a computer. The ability to transport the marquee would also help. 
If you’re interested in this voluntary activity please contact Wendy Mesher -  
wendymesher@blueyonder.co.uk; 07717 318110. 
 
Visible Support 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Footnote 
We were recently invited to have a presence at reception for the new Chair of the Heritage 
Lottery Fund Sir Peter Luff. This was held at the Chatham Historic Dockyard and we there as 
an example of a locally-targeted project at the smaller end of the scale of awards. Wendy 
represented us, and took along a small display showing what we were about. Sir Peter has a 
special interest in transport subjects, and engaged Wendy in long conversations, returning a 
number of times to our display. This won’t, I’m sure, have done us any harm. 
 

All the best, 
 
 
 

 
 

Richard Bourne  Chairman 
01904 766375   

richard@thebournes.me.uk 

Norman Kemp has once again painted 
one of the Nu-Venture fleet in Chatham 
Traction colours. This is especially 
cheering in view of the setbacks with 
GKE and the PRISM application so 
we’re doubly grateful. The Volvo 
Olympian with Northern Counties 
'Palatine 2' bodywork may soon carry 
our promotional messages. This should 
be very useful given that 2015 is the 60th 
anniversary of the absorption of 
Chatham Traction into M&D, and the 
85th of the change from trams to buses. 
Its also ten years on from the event in 
Chatham Dockyard that kicked off the 
whole project, so plenty to celebrate! 
And that’s surely the best rendition yet 
of the Chatham Traction colours…….. 
 

Photo Mike Hodges 

Next Up 
• We have registered to attend the 40s Weekend at 

the Historic Dockyard Chatham on 19/20 
September. 

• Watch for some promotional events later this 
summer as the anniversaries approach. 


