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Sponsor a Seat 
£1300 donated so far, and still an opportunity to contribute. £250 a throw. Please contact Paul 
Kemsley if you’d like to join in. 
Prism Fund 
Our application to the Arts Council’s PRISM fund for a grant to restore the bus’s interior has 
been submitted twice now.  However we have so far been unable to satisfy the fund’s requests 
for estimates or quotations to the degree which seems to be sought. We need to understand 
this more, so we are seeking advice from projects elsewhere who have been successful with 
PRISM applications, and we will also arrange to meet our opposites at the Arts Council. Time 
has passed, and we have now missed the end date for PRISM awards in their 2014-15 
programme, so our next try will have to wait for the new programme in April. 
Subs & Cash generally 
Subscription renewals and extra donations would be really useful just now. The HLF retain 
10% of award sums until completion, but we have to spend the full amount to get there!  A 
topping-up of our reserves would be very much appreciated. Contact Paul – details below. 
 
Education, education… 
In January students and course leaders in BTEC Engineering and Motor Vehicle Maintenance 
from MidKent College visited the bus at New Romney for a taste of bus restoration. Needs and 
capabilities were discussed and one of GKE’s two battery boxes, much corroded from years 
slung from the chassis, made its way back to the Medway campus. A meeting arranged for two 
weeks later at the college began with a tour of the workshops, during which student Liam 
appeared with an almost-complete reconstructed battery box. The other box is now at the 
college, and the next item for attention may well be GKE’s gearbox. Ian Marsh will act as our 
liaison contact to pass on our requirements and his own experience. Altogether a very 
encouraging start to what we hope will be a productive arrangement for both parties. We are 
still in negotiation with BAe Systems seeking a three-way agreement to include funding.  

Mid-March and work on the body moves towards 
a close, but a hoped-for appearance at the Detling 
event on 28th March won’t be possible. (FoCT 
will, however, be there with our marquee as 
usual.) The upper deck floor is fixed and the roof 
sheets are ready to fit, once means of effecting the 
clench joint between them is proved (see inset 
photo). The sheet edges are prepared, but closure 
of the joint needs some special attention. 
Window pans are ready to fit – four are in place 
in the photo – and external panels are available. 
There are some other things to do before the 
decks are re-united, but all is possible in the time 
left until we vacate the potato store at the end of 
April.  

12th March 



Business Plans and Skills we need 
The Trustees “Awayday” in November was held to focus thoughts on the production of a 
business plan for FoCT. The plan will direct our activities, identify actions and provide a 
concise description of our organisation that could be used to generate further support. The 
records of the discussions have so far produced  
• A statement of Vision, Purposes and Values 
• A statement on governance, leadership and management 
• The identification of skills and experience needed. 
In the notice about the Traction Tea Break in January we promised to let you, our subscribers 
and supporters, be the first to know about the last of these three items - areas in which we 
would welcome some help. Here they are: 
 
Fundraising Volunteer co-ordination 
Education Merchandising 
Asset Management Operation of GKE 68 
Communications Archiving 
Customer/membership liaison  
 
Some of these could be combined, whilst others are already partially covered, and we can 
adjust things to suit. If helping with any of this appeals, then please get in touch. 
 
AGM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
GKE 65 – the Lorry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
All the best, 

 
 
 

 
 

Richard Bourne  Chairman 
01904 766375   

richard@thebournes.me.uk 

34 members and others attended our 9th AGM two 
weeks ago. The day went well, with a tour to 
Rainham and the Strand in the Bus Club’s Bristol 
HKE 867 preceding the formal meeting. Mike 
Hodges’ photo was taken outside the Hastings 
Arms, mid point of the tour. Our thanks to Richard 
Wallace, and the Bus Club crew. 
The meeting itself was marred only by the lack of 
visual aids. This was due to operator failure and 
unfortunately meant the assembled company had 
only me to look at. Lastly thanks are due to MEMS  
Chairman Colin Jarvis for sponsorship of the AGM 
venue and refreshments. 
 

Photo Mike Hodges 

Rumours of this other surviving Chatham Traction vehicle 
always seem to have assumed its demise, but this is not so! 
Contact was first made with 65’s then owner David Moores 
in 2008 but in the way of these things it wasn’t until 
November last year that it was finally removed from its 
long-term home in a Nottinghamshire field to a covered 
farm building some way south-eastwards. It now belongs to 
FoCT, and is more complete than it looks in the photo. We’ll 
do a special feature on this old favourite soon… 

November 2014 

Next Up 
• Completion of 68’s body structure will be a 

significant milestone which we should make the 
most of – watch this space! 

• FoCT will be at the SE Bus festival at Detling on 
Saturday 28th March. 

• MidKent College may be featuring their partnership 
with us at their Open event in June. 


