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1. Yorkshire Building Society Lasting Legacy Fund 
Well, we got into the last 30 from the “hundreds” of original entries, but unfortunately didn’t 
get enough votes to be one of those charities to receive £10,000. The details of those who did 
are on the YBS website at http://www.ybs.co.uk/legacy/index.html. Congratulations to all of 
them. Thanks to all those who voted and passed the message on. We did receive a £150 cheque 
from the Society as consolation, which was nice. One outcome is that we’re now friends with 
the Chelsea Building Society in Chatham who first drew this competition to our attention. 
 
2. Sponsor a Seat 
Eight takers so far for this – enough already to pay for the moquette we need. Only 46 seats 
left! £250 a throw. Please contact Paul Kemsley if you’d like to join in. 
 
 
Next Phase 
 
Inside - We are in the process of applying to the Arts Council’s PRISM fund for money to 
restore the bus’s interior. This will include the panelling, flooring, fittings and interior finish, 
much of which reflects the late 1930s era, regarded as a peak of design and styling. Our first 
submission was rejected, but we know why and are working to address the PRISM 
requirements. We should know the result of a second submission in the new year. 
 
Underneath – Dialogues with MidKent College and BAe Systems is working towards an 
arrangement where engineering students at the college carry out work on GKE’s chassis 
components. A visit to the bus will take place in January and its hoped that a three-way 
agreement can be arrived at which will include funding, practical input and knowledge of the 
bus and its systems. 
 

Since the bus was last featured in an Update, 
its been split in half and the upper deck 
structure rebuilt. Its now nearly ready to be 
put back together. Most of the external 
panelling is to hand, and we have about half 
the window pans. Roof sheets are now the 
critical item - they are the last task for which 
work at ground level is necessary. That part of 
our HLF grant which covers the body rebuild 
is almost used up, and we are on notice to 
vacate the New Romney premises by the end 
of April. But don’t worry! – we should be able 
to achieve an end point for the work which 
aligns with the HLF submission, and we’re 
investigating options for the next phases. 

The Weymann styling starts to reappear….. 



What Do Those Trustees Get Up To? 
On 17th November your Trustees locked ourselves away for a day to sort out our plans for the 
future of the organisation. Those who remember this sort of thing from their working lives will 
know that this usually requires flip charts, post-it notes and lots of coffee, together with the 
services of someone as “Facilitator” and an exotic location.  Our “Awayday” had all these. With 
much thanks to Brown Brothers and their Regional Manager Paul Rose, we had use for the day 
of their conference room at Aylesford. Roger and Laura Davies came down from Kendal, Roger 
in his capacity as early catalyst for this whole FoCT saga and Laura bringing the business 
expertise that comes with an MA in Strategic Communication. Coffee was drunk and the 
discussion produced an agreed vision of "where we will be in 5 years?" plus building blocks 
providing the basis of "Action Plans”. This will soon be summarised and published as FoCT’s 5-
year Business Plan which should put us on an improved footing when seeking further support. 
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Open Meeting 
Conscious for some time that meetings open to all members and supporters are quite popular 
but comparatively infrequent we thought it was probably time to put this right. So, we’re 
planning something for the new year, probably a couple of hours on a Saturday around the end 
of January, which is about half way from now to the AGM in March. It’ll just be an opportunity 
to meet, and perhaps illustrate how the work on GKE has transformed a rusty wreck into 
something viable. Also, we’ll arrange a display as a small tribute to Brian Smith. More later. 
 

Richard Bourne  Chairman 
01904 766375   

richard@thebournes.me.uk 

Many will already be aware that Brian, who first 
bought GKE 68 for preservation, died on 1st 
November aged 81.  He was a life-long bus 
enthusiast, having started to visit Luton depot 
regularly whilst still at school. He joined Chatham 
Traction as a Conductor in 1955 on completion of 
his National Service, a job he did with Maidstone & 
District until the end of crew buses in the late 
1970s. 
Brian bought GKE 68 in December 1960 for £65, 
one of the earliest moves in the country to privately 
preserve a bus. He came along to the very earliest 
meetings of the group that evolved into the Friends 
of Chatham Traction, and made a whole-hearted 
contribution to the 2005 Commemorative Event by 
bringing many of his treasured artefacts to show 
and turning out for the day in full Conductor's rig. 
He provided many observations and memories of 
life on the buses in the 50s, but his shining 
contribution to our cause was, uncharacteristically 
perhaps, a starring role when we were featured by 
BBC South East Today in November 2008. We 
invited him to become our Honorary Life President 
two years later, and he accepted. 
By all reports, buses were Brian's life and for "his" 
bus to come back and tell the story of Chatham 
Traction's contribution to life in Medway will, we 
hope, be a fitting tribute. 

Brian had kept a collection of 
Bristol K5G spares, obtained when 
the last such vehicle, the lorry GKE 
65, was withdrawn in 1970. He 
donated them all to FoCT in 2008. 

Meanwhile, thanks for all the 
support, and every good wish 
for Christmas and the New 
Year! 


