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FRIENDS OF CHATHAM TRACTION 
 

Update 29 18 October 2014 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
75@75             ££ 
 
1. A Chance for £10,000! 
A phone call on the last day of September advised us that we'd been selected from “hundreds” 
of entrants to the Yorkshire Building Society's Lasting Legacy Fund competition as one of the 
30 to go forward to the voting stage. YBS customers, members of the public and YBS Group 
staff will now be choosing their 3 favourite charities from this shortlist and the 15 charities that 
receive the most votes will be awarded a donation of £10,000 each. This process has now 
begun and runs until the end of October. An announcement should appear in the local press. 
The result will be declared in November. 
 
Voting is on-line only, and those who receive these Updates by email will already have received 
a prompt. For those without internet access perhaps you could pass on these details to friends 
and relations, club members, work colleagues…, anyone who has a computer! Details are at 
http://www.ybs.co.uk/legacy/index.html. 
 
2. Sponsor a Seat 
 
At the birthday party we announced another way to contribute to the restoration by funding a 
key part of bringing the bus alive. The sum involved for a single seat place (i.e. not a double 
seat) we thought was not an excessive figure, and could be within the means of individuals, 
families, clubs and societies and other local organisations or businesses. Gift Aid brings the 
sum up to the figure we need. 
Full details of how each contribution would be used are on p.2 of this Update. At this stage we 
are just seeking pledges of support, although funds can be remitted at any time. Seven people 
have already put their names on the list. Only 47 places left! 
 
 

Richard Bourne  Chairman 
01904 766375  richard@thebournes.me.uk 

Birthday Guests the Icing on the 
Cake 
GKE’s 75th Birthday event last month attracted 
around 40 people to the old Town Hall. We were 
very honoured to welcome the Mayor and 
Mayoress of Medway, Councillor Barry Kemp and 
his wife Joyce, who both showed great interest in 
the project and wished it well.  Other  
good news was that the proceeds  
from the birthday raffle plus  
sales on the day amounted to  
£911! 
 

GKE’s Birthday Cake was 
made by our Karen’s friend 
Karen Green. 

To sponsor a seat please contact:  
Paul Kemsley (details below) or  
David Swan 01622 814445, davidswans@hotmail.co.uk 



Sponsor  

a Seat! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Help restore the Bus’s 1930s-style 
interior, and make these old seats 
look like the photo below! 
 
What’s Involved? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Restoring GKE 68’s seats is one the most expensive parts of the job. Every element is 
multiplied by the number of seats, so materials and skills are applied many times over.  
 
Our estimate for this task is £17,000 for the 54 seat places in the bus, or £315 per 
place. 
 
The prominence of the seats and the colour they bring really make an interior. For this 
key part of the job we’re inviting any individual or organisation to sponsor a seat place 
to the sum of  

£250 
 

• metal frames must be cleaned, prepared and painted 
• seat back rails and handgrabs burnished and plated 
• boards forming the base and back of the seats renewed 
• cushions and back squabs re-upholstered, covered with the special 

moquette and trimmed in leather. 
 

Sponsors will be 
acknowledged 
collectively and 
a list published. 


