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FRIENDS OF CHATHAM TRACTION 

The Friends of Chatham Traction was 
formed in March 2007 to restore the sole 
surviving Chatham Traction bus, GKE 68, 
as an educational resource – the Medway 
Heritage Bus. Restoration 
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A Socially Distanced Update 
 
 
When things are reduced to fulfilling only the basic needs it perhaps exposes the non-essential 
nature of much modern-day activity. Unless, that is, at least some of that activity serves as an 
outlet for continuing wishes to be active and involved, or provides comfort and a sense of 
having once contributed fully. Or even both. Some may view Heritage as looking backwards 
and not being relevant, but there’s always something to learn from what used to be. How much 
simpler it was, and how resilient as a result. 
The current constraints on life as we’ve been living it will help greatly to restrict the virus. But 
you never get something for nothing. We the Trustees want to keep in touch to help with 
alleviating isolation. We’re having a telephone conference next week during which amongst 
other things we’ll discuss how we might do that. 
 
Our 14th AGM 
It was only three weeks ago and we got in just in time, before social distancing became a 
commonly-heard expression. 36 subscribers and donors attended, plus 7 visitors. 17 others 
sent their apologies. Not bad for an outfit with just 80 members. 
Richard Holdsworth gave an account of Chatham Dockyard’s evolution from the country’s 
principal naval base in the 17th century through to closure in 1983, followed by a renaissance as 
an internationally-recognised heritage site which also contains functioning small businesses of 
all types within preserved and re-purposed buildings. This “preservation through use” parallels 
our aims for GKE, as does the shared truth that projects always take longer than planned! 
The formal business saw acceptance of Trustee reports for 2019, and the election of Paul Baker 
as a Trustee. Appreciation was expressed of Paul Kemsley’s input over a long period. 
 
So What’s Happening…? 
The need to cut travel and stay at home means FoCT Trustees’ monthly meetings won’t be 
happening, so matters are being moved on through email and telephone. Janet Dyjak has now 
fully taken over the processing of our money matters, meaning Paul Kemsley can at last let go. 
Mike Hodges has taken over membership matters for the time being, acting as the contact 
point for enquiries. Janet and Mike will both play a part in processing regular and other 
donations and registering for Gift Aid. The latter provides us with a significant income – if you 
are not already registered with us, and you pay income tax, please consider doing so. 
Richard Ratcliffe is in dialogue with our insurers to ensure that people working as volunteers 
on FoCT’s behalf are given the same protection as employees would have. This need has come 
to the fore recently with efforts to step up the pace of work on the mechanical elements in 
parallel with SEC’s ongoing work. 
 

And GKE? 
South East Coachworks, as of 19th March, were continuing to operate as normal with no 
immediate financial issues. Their commercial workshop jobs are all pre-paid. A number of staff 
are taking remaining holiday entitlements at the end of the financial year. Paul Chapman was 
comfortable with the situation at present. We’ve registered our keenness to know should there 
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be any kind of threat to their business. However this situation pre-dated the reinforced 
imperative of social distancing. From now on we’ll keep an eye on things at Faversham, but 
from a distance. 
There has been some work done in the cab, though…… 
 

 
 
Money Money 
 
• The AGM is always a good reminder to make one’s regular donations. We collected over 

£600 on the day, in addition to a substantial individual donation. Under our re-arranged 
responsibilities to make your regular payment or a donation please contact Mike Hodges: 
01227 772311; 8 Pier Avenue, Whitstable, CT5 2HQ; michaelrhodges011@gmail.com. 

• As we said at the AGM, there’s still some way to go with GKE’s restoration. With some 
costly items still to come we now think something like £40,000 is required. Approaches to 
funding bodies are awaiting some prices from suppliers, but we would very much 
appreciate further topping-up from any source.  

• The Appeal begun last April is still “live”. You can make donations on line by visiting 
www.cafonline.org and following the instructions for donations, searching for Friends 
of Chatham Traction.  

 
The 2020 South East Bus Festival - Sat 4th April 
For the avoidance of doubt, “Detling” has been CANCELLED for this year. 
 
1950s Snapshot 

 
 
Stay well, and keep washing those hands! 

A group of despondent passengers 
wait whilst the Driver soothes an 
overheating Gardner engine! I’d 
say it was at the Town Hall end of 
Military Road, with Globe Lane 
visible in the right background. 
The bus is FKL 614, one of the 
1936 delivery of Bristol G-type 
buses which were found to be 
unsatisfactory. The bodies were 
transferred to new K-type chassis 
in 1938. 
 


