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FRIENDS OF CHATHAM TRACTION 
 

Update 27 26 April 2014 
 

Steeling Ourselves 
Down on the Marsh Roy Gould is making good progress with GKE’s bodywork.  In January the 
body and chassis were separated to allow blasting and painting.  This confirmed the good 
condition of the chassis but also showed where further replacement of corroded metal was 
needed on the lower body.  New steel fabrications, supplied locally, have since gone in at the 
rear end of the lower deck floor and under the platform bulkhead.  This alone cost roundly 
£1400, but is an excellent job and is within our materials estimate.  Work has also gone into 
rebuilding the platform, rear end and cab structures and things are soon to move upstairs.  So 
nice one Roy, and thanks to our Co-ordinator Chris Gibbons for keeping check of things and 
injecting his own considerable experience.  Some “before” and “after” photos – 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I know some of you would like to see the bus first hand.  Norman Kemp has offered to provide 
a free bus to take a party to New Romney.  This will be on Thursday 29th May.  Pick up in 
Medway and Maidstone.  Please let Mike Hodges know by 17th May if you’d like to 
join the visit – 01227 772311 or mikehodges1946@aol.com.  The plan is to visit GKE 
first, then to the Romney Hythe & Dymchurch Railway at New Romney station. Time for 
lunch and for a look round the RH&DR’s principal station and workshops. 
 
Developing an Audience 
Karen Adams has begun to identify means of raising awareness of our project and to engage 
with potential users of the bus as resource.  Our Website has been rebuilt using a commercial 
web service which allows individuals and businesses to create and maintain websites – the web 
address stays the same.  We can now make alterations and update the site ourselves directly 
for a modest annual charge. We also now have a Facebook page – search for Friends of 
Chatham Traction and get as many people as you can to “like” us! 
Many will have noticed that 2014 is GKE’s 75th birthday year and plans are being worked up to 
make the most of this milestone. 

Left: 
The floor structure 
and chassis during 
strip-out (Nov 2012) 
 
Right: 
Chassis and body 
bearers blasted and 
painted; new timber 
items. (Jan 2014) 

Chassis rear, 
bulkhead cross-
member and  
side seat support 
framework. 
 
Left, Nov 2012 
 

Right, Feb 2014 
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Friends 
A major task for the Trustees this year is to seek assistance, financial or otherwise, to complete 
the restoration.  We already have our first sponsor – Brown Brothers of Gillingham have 
offered to supply all paints needed for the restoration.  The first take-up of this most generous 
contribution has been in the primer and protective coatings used for the chassis and lower 
body protection following blasting back in January.  We’re very grateful to Paul Rose, Brown 
Bros’ local Operations Manager for this support. 
 
 

Looking After the Pennies - Some reminders and facts from Paul: 
 
• Annual subs paid by cheque are now due. 
• Payment by Standing Order eases administration. 
• The £20 annual subscription is a nominal figure. Quite a few folk pay more but less is fine 

if things are tight.  Modest monthly sums (£2, or £5 say) can amount to more! 
• If you are a non-subscribing supporter receiving Updates by post please consider 

contributing at least to postage costs, which are ever-increasing. 
• Gift-Aided Payments have yielded repayments of over £1,100.  Go for it, if you haven’t yet! 
• FoCT receives roundly £3,500 a year from subs and donations. 
• Copies of the FoCT accounts to Dec 2013 can be had from Paul, and are published on the 

Charities Commission website. 
• Contact Paul with any queries on any of these topics.  Details below. 
 
 
All the best, 
 
 
 
 
Richard Bourne  Chairman 
01904 766375  richard@thebournes.me.uk 

Salter’s Cross 2014 

Salter’s Cross 1955 

Another healthy attendance (30) for the AGM 
in Rochester, reassuring both Trustees and, 
hopefully, members that we’re doing OK.  
Membership is holding up and we’re 
comfortable financially.  We try to get the 
formal bit over smartly and move to the 
progress reports and discussion as quickly as 
possible and it seems to work. 

The morning Route Tour to Salter’s 
Cross, Frindsbury and Brompton Farm 
Road was well loaded but not by all the 
same people who attended the AGM!  A 
worthwhile add-on nonetheless, and 
thanks once more to Norman Kemp, for 
again providing the bus without charge 
and this time doing the driving. 

Salter’s Cross 1955 

Please note that Treasurer and 
Membership responsibilities 
changed in late 2013.  Paul 
Kemsley is now Treasurer, 
whilst David Swan provides 
membership services. 


