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FRIENDS OF CHATHAM TRACTION 
 

Update 19 14th March 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What about GKE and Chatham Traction?! 
All this stuff about money and the Lottery can make for pretty dry reading, so we’ll turn things 
round this time and leave that until the end. 
 
Raising the Profile 
Regular readers will know that we are approaching the time of year when The Friends of 
Chatham Traction start to make public appearances and we make our regular plea for 
assistance.  The two main events are: 
 
• Saturday 31st March : Diamond Jubilee of the M&D and East Kent Bus Club at Detling.  We 

anticipate the FoCT Marquee being under cover in the Clive Emson Conference Centre in 
the same place as last year. 

• Easter Sunday and Monday 8th and 9th April : Medway Festival of Steam & Transport at the 
Historic Dockyard Chatham. On this occasion we expect to be in the covered area by the 
Number One Boiler Shop. 

As usual it would be great if there were sufficient volunteers to erect and 
dismantle the stand at the beginning and end of the events as well as assisting 
with manning during the days. If you can help in any way please get in touch 
with David Swan (01622 814445), Bob Ratcliffe (01634 846043) or Geoff Abdey 
(01634 390840).    Come and enjoy a day out helping to increase support for the 
GKE 68 project, both the historical and the educational!  
  
FoCT will also be present at the Retired M&D Staff meeting on 28th March and at the Medway 
Jubilee Bus Day on 27th December.  
 
….And the Bus?? 
The winter months suppress practical stuff to a degree.  However things do still move on. 
• Ian Marsh has now offered to attend Nu-Venture periodically to provide some direction 

and assistance with continuing work to stabilise the body structure, and anything else that 
looks possible within present resources.  This will include the identification and purchase 
of tools and materials as required. 

• Next steps have been agreed for Rob and Brian’s Tuesday work sessions.  The nearside 
front pillar needs to be exposed so that the full requirement for new stress panels and body 
side stringers can be identified.  This will require the removal of trim from the front 
bulkhead, an operation that will need some care to retain the original timber items. 

• The Gardner engine nears completion.  Liaison with the Rochester Bridge Trust on 
completion and the advance of money continues. 
 

2012 AGM  
At 14.30 hours on Saturday 19th May in the 
Visitor Information Centre, 95 High Street, 
Rochester. 
Up-to-date news plus some photos of GKE in 
early preservation. 
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The Friends of Chatham Traction was formed in March 2007 to 
restore, exhibit and operate as an educational resource the sole 
surviving Chatham Traction bus, GKE 68. 
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Trivia Time – The Strand 
 

   
 
Following my question in Update 18 about the road to the Strand Ray Goodhew confirmed my 
recollection that CT buses didn’t use Strand Approach Road but followed a right-angled route 
close to the gasworks wall.  The two maps above show the road clearly.  Note that the tramlines 
originally went right down to the bathing pool, although the public tram service never went 
beyond the Shalders Arms. 
 
Luton Library 
A Local History display at Luton library in early February included the Tram/Bus depot.  We 
took the opportunity to meet library staff, and agreed to give a talk at the Library at some 
agreed date.  These local history links are important to a successful HLF application. 
 
Funding 
As we began to put together our first-round HLF bid towards the end of last year we began to 
understand the scale of work needed to support the educational side of things.  This area 
figures highly in the HLF awarding criteria and its important to give it due attention.  Wendy 
has identified a range of people and organisations we should contact under the heading of 
“Audience Development” and this is being progressed.  
 
An HLF Working Group made up of Richard Ratcliffe, Wendy Mesher, David Swan and myself 
meets monthly to move things on and we have sought advice from successful HLF bidders 
including the National Association of Road Transport Museums, Medway Queen, the Cambria 
barge and the NER Autocar Trust.  
 
 
Hoping to see you at one of the events… 
 

 
 
 
 

Richard Bourne 
Chairman 
01904 766375   
richard@thebournes.me.uk 

Treasurer:  David Swan, “Appledore”, Charlton Lane, West Farleigh, MAIDSTONE ME15 0NL.  
01622 814445 davidswans@hotmail.com 
Membership:  Paul Kemsley 33 Caxton End, Bourn, CAMBRIDGE CB23 2SS 
01954 719694  paulkemsley@btinternet.com 

1908, with 
tramlines 

1956, with Strand 
Approach 


