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FRIENDS OF CHATHAM TRACTION 
 

Update 25 20th November 2013 
 
Now it’s serious! 
HLF awards come with obligations to do what we promised.  Accordingly, since the last Update 
in August we’ve run three competitions to engage people to carry out the tasks which formed 
part of the plan submitted with our application.  The results are outlined below, but first…. 
 
Launch! 
A grand day out on 30th September marked the 
start of activities funded by the HLF grant.  We 
launched the Medway Heritage Bus with 
morning and afternoon tours over the former 
CT route 1 from Pembroke Gate to Luton Hen 
& Chicks, using a Routemaster provided by 
Arriva and driven by our own Gerry Hopkins. 
Lunch in the old Town Hall gave a chance to 
thank representatives of HLF, Rochester 
Bridge Trust, All Saints Community Project, 
the M&D Reunion Club and others.  The 
afternoon tour carried around 30 FoCT 
members and supporters and a most convivial gathering it was.  The photo was taken at the 
homage stop opposite “Tramways” in Luton, once the site of Luton Depot. 

Appointments 
We’ve now settled on a Restorer and a Co-
ordinator for the work to rebuild the GKE’s 
main body structure.  The work will be done 
by Roy Gould at New Romney, co-ordinated 
by Chris Gibbons.  Both appointments were 
made as the result of competitions.  Key 
factors in Roy’s selection were flexibility of 
working, and the quiet, well-equipped and 
spacious nature of the premises, ideal for 
hosting visits as part of our learning 
commitments.  As many will know, Chris  
together with his brother Rob has done 
some superb restorations of M&D vehicles, 
like 1959 AEC Reliance 277 DKT.  So, a lot of bus restoration know-how to call on – welcome 
aboard Roy and Chris! 
 

GKE’s Next Move 
Work on completing GKE’s lower deck framing is 
now very close to the point where the bus will be 
ready to move, hopefully by the end of November.  
We owe a great deal to Norman and all the guys at 
Nu-Venture for accommodating our bus for just 
on six years(!).  However this isn’t the end of that 
bit of the story, as if things work out OK we’ll take 
the chassis back to Aylesford so it can worked on 
in parallel to the body.  Meanwhile GKE’s new 
home is shown in the photo, which also features 
Roy’s Marshopper Routemaster. 
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Audience Development 
We’ve mentioned previously that developing a “business plan” so that the bus can eventually 
earn its keep has long been part of our thinking.  It was an essential element of the HLF 
application and following the award has its own set of obligations. 
As a result of the third of the recruitment competitions Karen Adams has joined us to take up 
this task in the new year.  Karen works part-time as Information Officer at the University of 
Kent at Canterbury and has previous marketing, education and audience development 
experience with Kent Music, the Aspinall Foundation and the Marlowe Theatre.   
Welcome Karen! 
 
Money (That’s what I want…!) 
It’s not often we invoke the Beatles, or even Bern Elliot & the Fenmen, and the title of a 1960s 
song might seem a strange invocation given our current relative wealth thanks to the Lottery. 
We mustn’t forget, though, that notwithstanding our recent success we still need to keep the 
funds topped up for all the other things that go on outside the scope of the HLF award. 
We have our regular subscribers, individual donors and people who have helped us through 
advice and practical assistance in many areas.   
There are also a significant number of “passive” supporters who receive these updates as a 
result of simply having expressed an interest in what we’re up to.  (You can probably see where 
this is heading so I won’t disappoint!)  If those folk could all turn that interest into deflecting 
just a couple of pounds a month in our direction our annual income would benefit by roundly 
£1500.  Which would be very useful!  Gift-aided it would be even better, and we’d be very 
grateful if you could consider making some financial contribution. 
 
David Swan 
….has made it known that he thinks it best if he withdraws from the mainstream of Friends 
activity.  Whilst David remains a Trustee, financial matters are being handled for the time 
being by Paul Kemsley. 
 
Medway Queen 
Those local to Medway will have heard that following 
her re-dedication in August the old lady arrived back 
at Gillingham Pier yesterday, 19th November. 
 
Congratulations from all of us at FoCT to everyone 
involved in getting MQ to her present state and in 
her safe return home!  A fabulous occasion - real 
moist-eye stuff watching her come up river.  
 
 
 
All the best, 
 
 
 
 
Richard Bourne  Chairman 
01904 766375  richard@thebournes.me.uk 

Forthcoming attraction 
Next Year’s AGM, on Saturday 8th March next year will, 
we hope, be preceded by another route tour, similar to 
that on the launch day in September.  This time though 
it’ll cover the Rochester and Strood ends of a couple of 
the routes.  Details later. 

 


