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FRIENDS OF CHATHAM TRACTION 
 

Update 24 14th August 2013 
  
Permission to Start 
Having followed the necessary Heritage Lottery Fund procedures we received our official 
“two bells” on 18th June.  A sizeable sum of money has now appeared in our bank account, 
and we’ve been busy taking steps to spend it.  The estimated value of the work to restore the 
bus’s body structure being above the HLF’s  laid-down £10k threshold we have had to seek 
competitive proposals for body structure restoration.  This process is still under way, but we 
are on target to make a decision by the end of August. 

 
Opportunity 
Part of the lottery grant is to provide a 
modest payment for someone to keep tabs 
on what’s happening with the physical 
work on the bus.  The text of a recent local 
press advert is shown here.  Anyone 
interested please get in touch. 
 
A second position – an Audience 
Developer – will be advertised in due 
course. 
 
 

Meanwhile…. 
Brian, Rob and Ian have been chipping away (sometimes 
literally!) working on replacing the rest of the lower deck 
main pillars.  The rear end pillar shape was resolved – we’re 
still not entirely sure how it was done originally, but there’s 
now a workable basis upon which to reproduce the classic 
Weymann shape.  Thanks are due to Rob and Chris Gibbons 
for allowing access to their M&D Leyland TD5 FKO 223, 
which has an identical Weymann body, to provide 
comparative measurements. 
 
In addition Ray Harrison has completed the re-assembly of 
GKE’s Gardner engine.  It remains for Ian Marsh and me to 
see it run and shake hands with Ray! 
 
 
 

Recent Exposure 
A talk to the Chatham Historical Society in June spread the word to some more people – an 
audience of around 40 good souls -  and awoke more memories.  We gained some more 
subscribers and I met one or two old friends, which was nice.   
It was also the first outing for our newly-purchased projector.  This amazing little device, about 
the size of a thick-ish paperback book, will project images large enough for an audience of 50 
or so from digital images stored within it.  Simple to use, it will allow more presentations by 
being far easier to carry and set up than slide projectors or those needing a separate lap-top.  
The projector was our first purchase from HLF funds, under the provision in our application 
for “equipment and materials”. 
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Windfall (…although we have parted with money.) 
Every now and then some reminder or relic from the days of Chatham Traction appears.  
We’ve had photographs, tickets, even treasured family items.  But there’s been nothing quite 
like the box of documents that’s now sitting on the floor of my dining room.  Bought at auction, 
and offered to us by the successful bidder, are what appear to be the Company Secretary’s 
copies of a host of legal documents pertaining to the set-up and operation of both the Chatham 
& District Light Railways Company (the trams) and its 
subsequent metamorphosis into the Traction company.  
There are copies of the various Acts and Orders, and 
originals of agreements with all manner of local 
organisations, the latter in the hand-written script of the 
times. 
Given what else is going on currently, the Trustees have 
agreed to set them on one side for now and work out a 
strategy for digesting the contents of the documents and 
keeping them safe but accessible in the longer term.  
Happily the HLF award includes a small amount of 
money for the latter purpose, and Medway Council 
offered assistance from their Libraries and Archives 
team as part of their support for the bid. 
 
 
What’s Next? 
Chatham Dockyard’s Salute to the 40s weekend on 20th/21st September will have a FoCT 
presence again, albeit a roving one.  Wendy and me will be handing out leaflets on our behalf 
on one of the days and attempting to look the 40s part in the process.  Anyone else who might 
wish to join in by helping with this would be most welcome.  Of particular benefit would be a 
contemporary uniform or two – with or without someone in them! 
 
 
Route 1 
We shall soon have implemented two key steps that formed major elements of our HLF 
funding scope – the start of the body structure restoration and the recruitment of a Co-
ordinator.  To mark this milestone we’re working to organise a Launch event on Monday 30th 
September, in Chatham.  All our Subscribers and Supporters will be invited. This is just an 
early advice of the date, which of course is significant in the history of Chatham Traction.  
More details later. 
 
David 
….has asked me to thank all those who have sent good wishes following his recent wobbly spell.  
I can say that he’s back in bright spirits although, in his words, is still a little weak and feeble. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Richard Bourne 
Chairman 
01904 766375   
richard@thebournes.me.uk 

Treasurer:  David Swan, “Appledore”, Charlton Lane, West Farleigh, MAIDSTONE ME15 0NL.  
01622 814445 davidswans@hotmail.com 
Membership:  Paul Kemsley 33 Caxton End, Bourn, CAMBRIDGE CB23 2SS 
01954 719694  paulkemsley@btinternet.com 


