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FRIENDS OF CHATHAM TRACTION 
 

Update 20 10th August 2012 
 
AGM Highlights 
We had a good attendance at the AGM in May, despite clashes with other events, not least 
that at Faversham. The meeting unanimously endorsed a proposal to move the financial year 
end to 31st December from 31st March. This will let us hold the next AGM at a less congested 
time of the year, on Saturday 9th March 2013.  Your Committee and Officers were re-elected, 
so its us again for at least nine months! 
The annual membership renewal date will remain at 1st May.  Thanks to those who have 
renewed their membership, and a gentle reminder to the few who still haven't! 
Thanks are due also to Len Randall, who gave the meeting a fascinating account, with 
contemporary photographs, of GKE’s early days in preservation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Restoration 

 
 
 
 

 

New Radiator badge for GKE.  Made by BL 
Castings in Rochester using an original in Chris 
Newman’s possession as a pattern. 

All the 1930s Bristols had these from new, but a 
high attrition rate from water can blows and 
passing screwdrivers rendered them rare by 1955. 

On the bodywork, new material to rebuild 
the load-bearing elements of the lower deck 
nearside is to hand.  The longitudinal angle 
which trims the edge of the floor is fitted.  
Attention now turns to the wheel arch 
framing – tricky to replicate, as few 
reference points for the complex shape 
escaped corrosion.  The platform support 
metalwork also impinges – closer inspection 
has shown how this is constructed and how it 
reacted to the rear-end shunt the bus has 
had at some stage. 
Meanwhile Ian, Brian and Rob discuss how 
to bend angle in two planes…. 

GKE’s Gardner engine is now largely re-
assembled.  The “bottom end” (crankcase 
and crankshaft) is complete, whilst new 
pistons and re-lined cylinder blocks are to 
hand.    
Comforting to see serial no. 60011 on the 
cleaned-up main casting, the same 
number as recorded on the registration 
document.  This probably only confirms 
that this is the same engine the bus had 
when sold by M&D, but these links with its 
past are important. 
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Events 
We attended both the “Bus Club 60” event at Detling and the Easter Festival at the Dockyard.  
More space than previously allowed us to experiment with different layouts of marquee and 
displays.  The most effective arrangement in terms of drawing people in was to have photo and 
information displayed alongside the sales items, with FoCT volunteers actively buttonholing 
folk who show an interest. 
 
In May we gave a presentation on FoCT and GKE 68 to the M&D Reunion Club.  Our thanks to 
Chris Read for making this happen.  A collected donation of £60 to the FoCT coffers was much 
appreciated.  The other payback was in meeting more people who remembered or had worked 
on Chatham Traction, or who had memorabilia and other relevant items. 
  
To broaden our audience we’re proposing to be at the Dockyard’s “Salute to the 40s” event on 
15/16th September.  So if you remember those days, come and give a hand on the stand.  Even 
better, wear a contemporary bus uniform!  Contact David if you’re interested. 
  
Policy Stuff 
We concluded earlier this year that the timescale for seeking a single lottery award to cover the 
whole project cost would actually run counter to achieving a quicker restoration.  The HLF 
Working Group have been applying minds once more to the whole subject, and a probable shift 
is to seek an award from the “Your Heritage” scheme.  Amounts up to £100k are available, with 
a rolling 10-week evaluation timescale.   
A sum within this figure could deal with restoration of the body structure and panelling, the 
biggest single job.  The balance might be funded in smaller amounts from other sources. 
However we need more information so as to be surer of our ground, and actions are in place to 
generate an overall business plan to take the project to a position where the restored bus is in 
use as an educational resource. 
 
What’s Your Reason? 
Part of the business plan is a need to understand and develop our “audience” (i.e. those who 
stand to benefit from the project for any reason) and to widen participation.  One group we can 
talk to now is yourselves, our Members and Supporters.  Might we then ask you to answer two 
simple questions? –  
 

1. What’s your own reason for being interested in the GKE68 project?  Nostalgia?  Family 
or childhood connections maybe? Preservation of a significant vehicle? Local history? 

2. Are there any barriers to your greater involvement, e.g. access? technical knowledge? 
communication?  How might we help you to help? 

3. Also, if you’re happy to do so, please indicate your age group (under 18, 18-25, 25-60, 
60+) 

 
Just a short response by email, phone or letter will do.   
 

 
Thanks as ever from all the Friends’ Trustees: 
 

  David, Norman, Phil, Bob, Richard (R) and me. 
 
 
Richard Bourne 
Chairman 
01904 766375   
richard@thebournes.me.uk 

Treasurer:  David Swan, “Appledore”, Charlton Lane, West Farleigh, MAIDSTONE ME15 0NL.  
01622 814445 davidswans@hotmail.com 
Membership:  Paul Kemsley 33 Caxton End, Bourn, CAMBRIDGE CB23 2SS 
01954 719694  paulkemsley@btinternet.com 


