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FRIENDS OF CHATHAM TRACTION 

HLF Progress 
The decision to seek HLF funding as a means of speeding up 
GKE’s restoration is probably the most significant we’ve made 
so far in terms of what it commits us to do.  We must take a lot 
of trouble to get our application right and will need to seek 
support from many different directions.   
Drafting of the first-round application will begin over the 
holiday period.  One of the parallel considerations will be to 
identify the skills we will need to help with specific areas.  
Once these skills are defined we’ll seek likely candidates from 
our own members and supporters as well as from external 
sources.  It’s normal for the costs of engaging such help to be 
included in the amounts sought, the overall aim being to 
provide the best-value enduring educational resource. 
 
 
 

 

Update 18 Saturday 17th December 2011 
 

 
Season’s 

Greetings!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Raising the Profile 
From now on our activities will influence the outcome of the application. We need to 
have a high public profile and we must tell the story of the project.  This is an example 
of a need for specialist support as it requires someone who can “read” the local scene, 
link the project to topical and local interest events, organise timely and relevant FoCT 
contributions and, simply, “sell” the idea of a Medway Heritage Bus.  
 
We will still, however, attend bus-related events.  FoCT is again booking space at 
Detling for the M&D and East Kent Bus Club 60th Anniversary event on 31st March 
next year (which will be similar in format to last April’s M&D100), and at the Historic 
Dockyard Festival of Steam and Transport on 8th and 9th April.  We hope that members 
will be able to spend some time in explaining the display and the project as they did 
last year.  
 
What About GKE? 
Amongst all the HLF business GKE itself (herself? himself?) hasn’t been neglected.  
Rob and Brian have jacked up the rear end of the chassis and placed it on blocks.  This 
is to take weight off the tyres which are rather, er, tired!  Cleaning up of the chassis and 
floor supports continues. 
Ray Harrison’s work on the Gardner engine is still moving forward.  I should explain 
that although semi-retired Ray maintains many contacts with fishing boat owners in 
the west country and Ireland who have been Gardner users for many years.  Their 
livelihoods depend on reliable and efficient engines for their boats and Ray generally 
gives preference to any problems they may have.  We’re very conscious, however, that 
the Rochester Bridge Trust’s time limit for spending their grant will arrive at the end of 
March and regular dialogue with Ray continues. 
 
Taxman 
Paul Kemsley as Membership Secretary this year set his sights on claiming Gift Aid 
from the Chancellor.  So far his efforts have produced £1173.33.  Nice one Paul! 
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Back in the 1950s the Chatham News 
responded to local opinion by carrying 
cartoons by “Tumble”, some of which 
featured Chatham Traction.  As a lad I can 
remember the late-night procession of buses 
returning to Luton Depot often, shall we say, 
with much urgency!  This practice, which 
one might speculate exploited the 
capabilities of the then new Guy buses, 
eventually prompted letters to the press, and 
the cartoon from March 1955 shown here!  
The heading suggests it wasn’t a new issue…. 
 

Trivia Time 
 
As its Christmas we can include something a little lighter!  A couple of research 
possibilities, should anyone like to spend some time at the Archive, Libraries, Council 
offices, wherever… 
1. The Town Hall waiting shelter – when was it built? Planning documents? Architects 
drawings? 
2. The road to the Strand. My recollection is that CT buses didn’t use Strand Approach 
Road but followed what had been built as the tram route close to the gasworks wall to 
the west of the public road.  Can anyone confirm this? Are there plans? Photographs? 
Gas company records? 
 
If anyone would like to follow up either of these queries, let me know. 
 
Topicality 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

David 
I should take this opportunity to say that since his minor stroke in July David Swan 
has eased back slightly on his activities with various bodies.  However his commitment 
to FoCT and GKE 68 remains undimmed.  He has a residual problem with handwriting 
but remains excellent value for lengthy phone calls between Yorkshire and Kent to 
discuss a latest bright idea or item of Chatham Traction trivia!  David has asked me to 
thank Paul Kemsley for taking over some of the financial workload, and all those who 
sent good wishes. 
 
 

 
 
Richard Bourne 
Chairman 
01904 766375   
richard@thebournes.me.uk 

Treasurer:  David Swan, “Appledore”, Charlton Lane, West Farleigh, MAIDSTONE ME15 0NL.  
01622 814445 davidswans@hotmail.com 
Membership:  Paul Kemsley 33 Caxton End, Bourn, CAMBRIDGE CB23 2SS 
01954 719694  paulkemsley@btinternet.com 

On behalf of the Trustees, all 
good wishes to our Members 
and Supporters, and our thanks 
for your continuing support.  


