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FRIENDS OF CHATHAM TRACTION 
 

Update 17 Saturday 12th November 2011 
 
HLF Progress 
We’ve been working to lay foundations for a successful bid for Lottery funds. 
 
• In July we met Dr Dawn Lyon (Sociology) and Dr Kate Bradley (Social History) of the 

University of Kent.  There was much enthusiasm for the principle of using the bus as an 
educational resource.  Suggestions and ideas emerged – possible uses for the bus, the range 
of educational institutions which might be approached, pointers as to the facilities the 
restored bus might embody – and the identification of an educational project manager 
recommended.  All very useful and much appreciated. 

 
• Committing a 70-year-old vehicle to regular use pre-

supposes that this is a practical proposition!  Seeking 
someone that knows, in August a visit was made to the 
Isle of Wight to see  Southern Vectis’s Bristol K5G CDL 
899 and to speak with retired SV Chief Engineer Chris 
Squibb.  This bus entered service a matter of days after 
GKE was delivered to Luton and is still in regular 
summer use on the island.  Chris advised that provided 
use is moderate but regular no special problems should 
arise given a suitable maintenance regime, and agreed 
to provide support to the application, with possible 
endorsement from the current SV management.   

 
• Our first meeting with HLF folk was in September.  Richard Ratcliffe and I met Dr 

Christine Garwood, who will be our guide through the process and can provide advice at 
any time, and Simon Shaw of the HLF’s evaluation team, who has special responsibility for 
Industrial and Transport awards.  Clarification on timescales was provided, and there was 
recognition of the need to keep present supporters and active volunteers engaged whilst 
the application is compiled.  Once again, a very useful and encouraging meeting. 

 
Key Events - Three Thursdays in October 
14th - Wendy Mesher 
I’m very pleased to report that Wendy has agreed to compile the educational “half” of the bid.  
She’s been very helpful to us almost since our beginnings and brings much experience and 
knowledge of relevant Medway organisations and HLF processes from her time with Medway 
Renaissance.  This is a big boost to the project and we’re very grateful to Wendy for her 
support. 
21st - Brian Smith & Len Randall 
In recognition of his action in purchasing GKE 68 for private preservation in 1960, one of the 
earliest such moves in the country, the Trustees last year invited Brian to become Honorary 
Life President.  Brian accepted, and on 21st October he was presented with a certificate citing 
his foresight in rescuing the bus upon which our organisation is built.  Len Randall was Brian’s 
trusted “right-hand man” during the early preservation years and it was appropriate that he 
was there too.   
28th - Roy Gould & Ian Marsh 
It’s now probable that GKE’s restoration will be completed at Roy Gould’s New Romney 
facility.  Ian Marsh has been our principal restoration adviser up to now and it was important 
that these two were introduced.  This happened on 28th Oct.  There was agreement on a 
philosophy of true restoration which nevertheless acknowledged practicality, and a proposal 
for the sharing of the restoration lead was floated.  This will be worked up during compilation 
of the bid. 
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Meanwhile back at the Hardware….. 
Engine 
A price for the rebuild was agreed during August, coming in comfortably inside the estimate 
which was the basis of our grant from the Rochester Bridge Trust.  Work has continued on the 
engine itself, with new components to hand and retained items being thoroughly cleaned, 
including special treatment to clear the engine block water passages.  The engine will have a 
fully-reinstated cooling system and we hope to see a completed unit by December. 
Bodywork 
Rob and Brian M. have now lifted all the lower deck floor giving clear access to body cross-
members and the chassis.  The former now need rust removal and protective treatment so that 
the new pillars can be installed more permanently. 
 
Membership 
Paul Kemsley advises that our numbers are still holding up, with 69 subscribers several of 
whom contribute significantly more than the nominal £20. In addition we currently have listed 
82 Supporters.  More than two thirds of subscribers have signed Gift Aid Declarations, through 
which we have recovered £825 from HMRC, with a further £365 in the pipeline, a total of 
£1190!  So if you haven’t yet signed a declaration….. 
 
Trivia Time 
My apologies for the slightly bland-looking Update this time.  Hopefully the messages in the 
words are compensation for the lack of visual attractiveness!  However, one small indulgence, 
leading to another plea. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Richard Bourne 
Chairman 
01904 766375   
richard@thebournes.me.uk 

Treasurer:  David Swan, “Appledore”, Charlton Lane, West Farleigh, MAIDSTONE ME15 0NL.  
01622 814445 davidswans@hotmail.com 
Membership:  Paul Kemsley 33 Caxton End, Bourn, CAMBRIDGE CB23 2SS 
01954 719694  paulkemsley@btinternet.com 

One from the Back of the Drawer  
Searching through long-forgotten hidey-holes a 
while back David, our Treasurer, turned up some 
photos he’d taken when a youthful 1950s bus 
enthusiast who regularly visited Luton Depot.  
The photo on the right shows a GKE Bristol in 
the process of being broken up – most useful in 
that it reveals nearly all the body structural 
framing, a great reference for the restoration!  
The date is probably around 1954.  Only 25 GKEs 
passed to M&D.  11 were broken up at Luton 
prior to October 1955, and one, GKE 65, was 
converted to a lorry.  I wonder which one this 
was? 
So the question is, how many of you have 
similarly long-lost photos hiding away??! 


