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FRIENDS OF CHATHAM TRACTION 

GKE’s engine has been dismantled by Ray Harrison at 
Chartham and was inspected by Ian Marsh and myself on 15th 
June.  The engine has no serious defects beyond what would 
be expected as normal wear.  Cylinder head cracks between 
valve ports and injector seats are present - this was a known 
issue with Gardner LW engines and a standard remedy is 
available.  The cooling system had been subjected to Luton 
Depot’s own preferences (!) and will be restored to fully-
functional state. 
Ray is due to provide us with a price for the work very soon.  
We will then agree the expenditure with the Rochester Bridge 
Trust so that work can proceed. 
 

Rob and Brian have moved the job steadily 
forward, most recently by removing some of the 
timber floor at the nearside of the lower deck.  We 
can now assess the condition of the main cross-
supports to the ends of which the body pillars are 
attached and which are used to secure the body to 
the chassis – one of the attachment points is on 
the left of the picture. 
We also now know how the walking floor is 
constructed, and can see that much of it is in at 
least fair condition. 

 

Update 16 Saturday 9th July 2011 
 
Heritage Lottery Fun 
 
First Hurdle 
Seeking money from the Heritage Lottery Fund begins with a Pre-Application setting out the 
basics of the project.  This is not part of the assessment process but it allows feedback and 
advice to be given for the application to proceed.  We’re pleased to say that we’ve now 
negotiated that stage and can begin to compile the first stage of the full application. 
Fundamentals 
HLF funded projects must  
• help people to learn about their own and other people’s heritage  
and either or both:  
• conserve the UK’s diverse heritage for present and future generations to experience and 

enjoy, and/or  
• help more people, and a wider range of people, to take an active part in and make decisions 

about heritage.  
Partners 
Whilst GKE 68 as an educational resource can address all three of those requirements we can’t 
do it on our own. Defining and developing the educational resource that the bus will become 
requires professional input - further discussions with the University of Kent’s Social History 
department are planned for 15th July.  Equally, a funded restoration will require a more 
structured approach to the physical work and we will need to identify people and processes to 
help with this. 
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The Friends of Chatham Traction was formed in March 2007 to 
restore, exhibit and operate as an educational resource the sole 
surviving Chatham Traction bus, GKE 68. 
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Held on 9th April at Detling Showground, this 
very successful event was the first outing for 
our new range of sales items and the first time 
we have displayed a substantial piece of the bus 
– in this case a radiator.  Our location amongst 
a number of the usual stalls selling models and 
books showed off the marquee to advantage. 
In the photo Keith Abdey and John Skilling 
count the takings whilst Ian Marsh and Rob 
Murray chat to the left of GKE’s radiator. 

Events 
 
M&D 100 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And Elsewhere… 
We were at the Medway Festival of Steam and Transport at the Historic Dockyard Chatham 
over the Easter weekend.  Late registration meant we didn’t have the best position but at least 
we showed the flag.  We had a presence at the Dartford Transport Festival in May, and some 
interest was generated by an unmanned FoCT display at St Margaret’s church, Rochester, over 
the Royal Wedding weekend.  This passive presence is probably something we should seek to 
do more.  Thanks are due to all those who volunteered to help, and particularly to Geoff Abdey 
for managing the marquee and arranging attendance. 
 
Membership 
Paul Kemsley reports that we have 68 subscribing members, about two thirds of whom have 
signed a Gift Aid Declaration. Claims under this scheme have generated £805 in repaid tax to 
March 2011, with more to come from the money received since then. About 90% have renewed 
to April 2012, some making generous donations beyond the nominal £20.  Would those who 
have not paid (or who are not sure!) please check the position and advise Paul so that 
reminders are not necessary. A Gift Aid declaration and/or setting up a standing order 
mandate is a big help if you are able to do so. 
There are 87 other supporters who help us in many ways, and our thanks are due to 
subscribers, donors and supporters for your continuing faith in our efforts! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Richard Bourne 
Chairman 
01904 766375   
richard@thebournes.me.uk 

Treasurer:  David Swan, “Appledore”, Charlton Lane, West Farleigh, MAIDSTONE ME15 0NL.  
01622 814445 davidswans@hotmail.com 
Membership:  Paul Kemsley 33 Caxton End, Bourn, CAMBRIDGE CB23 2SS 
01954 719694  paulkemsley@btinternet.com 

One more thing….. 
 
Roger Davies and Laura Wren were married at Bowness, 
Cumbria on Saturday 2nd July.  These two were both 
instrumental in making the Chatham Traction Anniversary 
Event in October 2005 a reality, that event providing the basis 
from which the Friends was formed. 
Our Congratulations! 


