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FRIENDS OF CHATHAM TRACTION 
 

Update 14  Friday 17th December 2010 
 
 
With the early onset of winter, time to brighten things up with news of 
real progress with GKE 68……. 
 
 
Pillars bought! 
• The full quantity of new body pillars, based on the successful prototype, has been 

received from Avery Engineering.  The quantity purchased assumes that all the 
pillars, both upper and lower deck, will need to be replaced - they are all corroded 
somewhere! 

• The full cost of this key part of GKE’s future was a little over £2000. Our thanks to 
those who have responded to the appeal in the last Update; your contribution will be 
formally recorded in due course. However, further contributions to Sponsor a Pillar 
will still be welcome. 

 

Engine Out! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fun in Store 
• Some rationalisation of the storage arrangements for spare and removed items has 

seen all the seat cushions removed to Paul Baker’s accommodation in Northants, 
and the remaining material packed into a smaller cubicle at the rented store.  This 
has seen the monthly rental reduce by some 40% to £39. 

• Thanks are due to Paul B for offering this assistance, and for providing the 
associated transport. 

 
M&D 100 
• Many will be aware of the 100th anniversary next year of the formation of the 

Maidstone & District Motor Services.  We’ve been invited to attend the Heritage 
Transport Show at Detling on Saturday 9th April which will host the main 
celebration. 

• We need good FoCT turnout for this, both on the day and for preparations and 
clearing up.  The marquee will certainly figure, and we need carefully to work up 
displays that will promote FoCT aims to advantage.  We’ve also been invited to 
exhibit GKE herself, but we will need to review this in the meantime. 

• An early indication of who might be available to provide help would be great, so if 
you would like to assist the Friends’ cause and take part in the event please let David 
know. 

 

• In an exercise led by Ian Marsh, GKE’s 
engine was removed on 3rd November.  It  
is now on a pallet awaiting transport. 

• The clutch and gearbox were removed at 
the same time; the latter has a fault with 
the gear selector which will need further 
investigation. 

• The situation regarding the advance of 
money under a staged payment 
arrangement has been clarified with the 
Rochester Bridge Wardens. 
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Legacies 
• We’re looking into arrangements that need to be made for anyone wishing to leave a 

legacy to the Friends.  We hope in due course to produce a leaflet to make this as 
simple as possible but in the meantime, contact David for assistance. 

 
 
Gift Aid Claim 
• After some sterling work by Paul Kemsley we have made a claim for the refund of 

£335, being tax previously paid on subscriptions paid since September 2009. 
• A trickle of new members continue to sign up, and the organisation is holding its 

own in terms of numbers. 
 
Documented evidence 
• Some very interesting – and useful – information has been made available to the 

project by Ian Marsh.  This in the form of manufacturer’s maintenance manuals and 
parts lists for the Bristol K5G chassis.  These have been digitised and are available 
for reproduction should we need working copies. 

• Of particular interest is the drawing prepared for coachbuilders, shown below… 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All the best, 
 
 
 
 
Chairman 

Contacts: 
 
Chairman: Richard Bourne 
31 Usher Park Road, Haxby, YORK YO32 3RX 
01904 766375  richard@thebournes.me.uk  
 
Treasurer:  David Swan 
“Appledore”, Charlton lane, West Farleigh, 
MAIDSTONE ME15 0NL.  
01622 814445 davidswans@hotmail.com 
 
Membership:  Paul Kemsley 
33 Caxton End, Bourn, CAMBRIDGE CB23 2SS 
01954 719694  paulkemsley@btinternet.com 

Just space to say many thanks 
for all the support received 
during the last year.  Let’s hope 
for some more real progress in 
2011. 
Season’s Greetings to all! 


