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In the December Update I said we would say more about the Lottery grant in the New 
Year.  Spending money to best effect hasn’t proved to be as easy as might be thought, 
but we’re getting there!  The grant application was on the basis of securing the vehicle, 
identifying the work content, skills, facilities and materials required for a full 
restoration, setting up a restoration base and generating more funds by helping 
promotional activities.  This is where we are: 
 
Restoration work 
 
A meeting on 7th March brought together people who had indicated a willingness to be 
involved in the physical restoration.  It was agreed that the removal of spare and loose 
items from the bus to a secure storage location was the first step.  As a result of the 
meeting Rob Murray (Inventory), Ian Marsh (identification of components), and 
Roland Graves (moving of material) offered their services. 
 
A cleared-out bus will allow a full examination of the body structure, which is crucial to 
the assessment of the overall work content.  It may also then be possible for restoration 
to begin on some removed components. 
 
An urgent search is now on for suitable storage, and we’d make an appeal for any 
suggestions or offers!  Something the size of a large-ish domestic garage, clean, dry and 
ideally with power would be fine. Making the best of such storage - the provision of 
racking, for example - can be funded from the grant and will create assets. 
 
Promotion 
 
A new FoCT leaflet has been produced.  This is in the usual 3-fold format and will allow 
its display in standard racks at public locations.  Its first outing will be at the Dockyard 
at Easter.  Costs have been met from the grant.  We hope this will help to spread the 
word and gain more support.  Thanks to Barkers Lithographic Printers in Rochester for 
a nice job. 
 
Promotional merchandise is in the pipeline but if you have any experience or contacts in 
this specialized area which we might be able to use please let us know. 
 
Website 
 
The Chatham Traction website now exists, although it’s not yet been unleashed onto the 
internet.  This is being targeted for Easter.  Content relating to FoCT itself, and on the 
story of the GKE 68 project has been generated. 
 
The site has been developed for us by Nic Brokenshire of Footprint Computers in 
Maidstone.  Nic’s fees for setting up the site will also be met from the grant. 
 

Friday 3rd April 2009 
 

All go! 
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Recording memories 
 
To help pursue the social history side of FoCT’s aims a digital voice-recording device has 
been purchased.  This will allow memories and anecdotes to be recorded in relaxed 
conversation where people who have agreed to tell us their stories find this easier.  As a 
start some former Chatham Traction employees will be invited to talk to Eddie Lane.  
Eddie is a FoCT subscriber and a retired teacher who at one time used to use Chatham 
Traction as the basis of local history lessons……  
 
Progress on Charitable status 
 
Our formal application was submitted in February.  The Charity Commission sought 
some clarifications on 6th March, to which we responded on 19th March.  We remain 
hopeful! 
 
HELP! 
 
As the project moves towards the start of some practical work, the breadth and scale of 
tasks increases.  We now have an encouraging number of people with appropriate 
practical skills, but there still other areas where extra help and experience would be 
useful, such as: 
 
- Developing and maintaining our own flexible display equipment for use at events; 
- Seeking and collating additional material for the Website including written accounts 

and photographs; 
- Helping with manning our stand at events - the more there are the more chance 

there is for everyone to look around, and you tend to get in free! 
- Using eBay or other auction outlets to sell specific items which have been donated 

for FoCT fundraising; 
- Taking charge of the increasing number of unique art works in FoCT care and 

promoting their use for fund raising and publicity; and 
- Distributing and topping up of leaflet supplies, and of stocks of the "Brahn Bus" 

book in local bookshops. 
 
Annual General Meeting 
 
Our second formal AGM will be held on Saturday 16th May.  A separate notice 
accompanies this update. 
 
Thanks and a reminder 
 
Although we shall do so formally at the AGM let me say thank you now for all the varied 
contributions our Subscribers and Supporters have made so far. Without you FoCT 
could not carry on and we are very grateful.   
 
Lastly, many subscriptions expire around this time – the AGM’s a good time to renew! 
 
All the best 
 

 
Richard Bourne 
Chairman 


