
Friends of Chatham Traction 

Update 4 

Contacts  
Richard Bourne: richard@thebournes.me.uk 01904 766375.  31 Usher Park Rd, Haxby, York YO32 3RX. 
David Swan: davidswans@hotmail.co.uk 01622 814445. Appledore, Charlton Lane, West Farleigh, Maidstone ME15 0NL 
 

Page 1 of 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Funds 
 
On Friday 12th we received a letter from the Awards for All administrators saying that 
we have been awarded a grant of £10,000, the maximum available under the scheme.  
 
That this is good news is an understatement, as it unlocks a number of things and 
reflects the fact that we have now "come of age" as an organisation.  Not only will it 
allow some expenditure on promoting the project but it will enable some initial work on 
planning the restoration.  The Award will also strengthen our application for charitable 
status and in turn may lead to other funding streams. 
 
Support from Medway Council staff was key to this initial success and we need to build 
on this by strengthening the links with local heritage.  Above all, though, the continued 
interest and encouragement of our subscribers and supporters made it worth the effort. 
 
There is still a very long way to go before we can be sure 68's future is fully secure so 
members' subscriptions and fundraising activities are more important than ever.  We 
need to recruit and to increase awareness of FoCT.  The forthcoming publicity 
surrounding the Award will be a golden opportunity for us to do this, and the next task 
is to plan how to make best use of it. 
 
Please note that there a press embargo is imposed by Awards for All until 13th October. 
 
 
Facilities 
 
An initiative by a separate group to set up a dedicated bus restoration, storage and 
display facility has made some early progress.  All is confidential at present.  However 
the promoters are keeping us informed as things develop.  Should these efforts be 
successful GKE 68 would be an appropriate resident.  More news when we have it.  
Meanwhile the bus remains in safe storage at Aylesford.   
 
 
With best wishes, and thanks for your continuing support 
 

 
 
Richard Bourne 
Chairman 

Sunday 14th Sept. 2008 
 

- Lottery Success! 

...and a promising Initiative 
 


