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Meeting held on Saturday 17th November 
The Committee were able to report movement on a number of fronts: 
 
Facilities 
GKE’s owner Paul Winter decided in October to give up his business in Barnsley.  
The consequent urgency to find a new home for the bus brought things to a head 
rather quickly!  Happily, temporary storage has been made available by an 
understanding transport operator in the Maidstone area.  However the search 
for more permanent premises to act as the base for a restoration effort 
continues. 
The timescales set for Paul’s departure from his yard required the urgent 
organisation of a move, but this was achieved and movement of the bus to Kent 
was completed on Tuesday 20th November.  Apart from some tyre problems the 
bus is none the worse for its latest Motorway experience, and is now back close 
to its home territory.  Thanks are due to Paul Baker for identifying a haulier with 
experience of moving old buses and for coordinating the arrangements.  And, of 
course, to Paul Winter for entrusting the bus to our care.  Costs were met from 
FoCT funds. 
 
Funds 
On Friday 16th November David Swan, Bob Ratcliffe and I met Mark Dent, 
Medway Council’s Head of Corporate Bidding.  Mark’s job is to assist local 
organisations of all kinds to gain funding for locally-based projects which 
improve the quality of life.  As a result an application will be made to the Awards 
for All scheme, part of the National Lottery fund distribution arrangements.  We 
were told that restoration of the bus and its subsequent use to further other  
local history projects “ticked all the right boxes” for such an application, and that 
resources available within the Council to support and promote the application 
would be brought to bear. 
Regarding storage, the current temporary arrangement is at no cost.  However in 
the medium term we are likely to have to meet regular rental payments, so the 
plea in the previous update for more people to commit to a regular payment still 
stands. 
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Expertise 
We are very pleased to have Don Vincent as a FoCT subscriber.  Don founded the 
M&D and East Kent Bus Club in 1952 and was involved in the support provided 
by the club to GKE after its first return to Kent in 1960.  He is also an 
accomplished illustrator and earlier this year produced the sketch of the bus 
which appears at the head of this Update.  Don has donated the sketch to FoCT 
to use in pursuit of the aims. 
We can now report the similar donation by Alan Page of his fine painting 
depicting GKE 68 in busy Rochester.  Portrayed in Alan’s delightful style it 
shows the bus on service 3 to Frindsbury as seen through the eyes of a small boy, 
an autobiographical theme which reflects the artist’s early interest in our “brahn 
buses”. 
FoCT is very grateful for both these donations.  They provide a valuable basis for 
items which we can sell at events to raise funds.  The meeting identified a 
number of forthcoming events and opportunities, and the input of David Hatt 
and Malcolm Coates of the Maidstone 72 Group, who were at the meeting, is 
appreciated. 
 
Future Events 
In the new year we will arrange to hold some informal gatherings of FoCT 
members and supporters.  These will seek to prompt discussion around 
memories of Chatham Traction (or its predecessors or successors), with the 
theme being set by a presentation or picture show.  The first of these is aimed at 
February with the warming-up taking the shape of Bob Ratcliffe’s story of a 
Tram Ride through Rochester.  Details later. 
 
Viewing GKE 
Whilst we’d love to be able to invite along everyone who would like to see the 
bus, its temporary home in an operational garage is not suitable for large-scale 
or frequent visits.  However we have an arrangement for a limited number of 
people to have a look on Tuesday 11th December, probably around 11.30. 
We thought that we should draw the participants for this from FoCT Subscribers 
and from former Chatham Traction staff.  If, then, anyone in these categories 
who would like to go along can tell either David Swan or myself (contact details 
below) we’ll organise something.  We might also be able to arrange transport 
from the Medway area if you need it.  We’ll tell you where he bus is when we 
know who’s going (although some already know, and others may guess!). 
 
 
With best wishes, 
 
 
 
 
 
Richard Bourne 
Chairman 
 


